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To our visitors ... If you are just 

passing through, we are glad 

you chose to worship with us.  

If you are seeking a new church 

home, please know there is  

always room in our pews and a 

place in our hearts for you. 
 

 
 

DEVIVO CENTRE 
116 South 2nd Street 

Connellsville, PA 15425 
 

724.628.6840   (f) 724.628.0838 
 

MON-THU 8:30am-noon/1-4pm 

FRI 8:30am-1pm 
 

BRADY CENTRE 
459 Ranch Road 

Dunbar, PA 15431 
 

724.277.4236   (f) 724.277.8954 
 

MON, TUE, THU, FRI 9am-3pm 
 

 
We work with the Holy Trinity  
Conference of St. Vincent DePaul  
to help our neighbors in need.  

Their number is 724.562.3341. 
 

 

 

We are grateful for the advertisers 
who cover the cost of printing 

our bulletins.   
 

Please frequent their businesses 

in support of them.   
 

This week’s featured advertiser 

is LeafGuard. 

Our Faith Community consists of the Parish Families  

of Immaculate Conception, Connellsville 

(1869), Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Dunbar 

(1874), Saint John the Evangelist,  

Connellsville (1895), and Saint Rita of 

Cascia, Connellsville (1915). 
 

We also embrace the former Parish Families of Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Leisenring (1888-2008), Sacred Heart, Dawson (1889-2007) Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel, Connellsville (1901-1913), Saint Emory, Connellsville 

(1903-1970), Holy Trinity, Connellsville (1903-2008), Saint Polycarp, 

West Leisenring (1917-1997). 

FR. PAUL LISIK 
Pastor 
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

FR. JULIUS CAPONGPONGAN 
Parochial Vicar 
jcapongpongan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Hospital ministry, homebound visits 

 

FR. DANIEL CARR 
Parochial Vicar 
dcarr@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

SR. DONNA MULLIGAN 
Director of Pastoral Ministry 
dmulligan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Communion to the sick/homebound 
 

MARY SAMPEY 
Director of Evangelization 
msampey@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
RCIA, Foundations of Faith, youth 
ministry, sacramental prep 
 

MOLLI VASSAR 
RCIA Coordinator, Spiritual Counseling 
mvassar@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

LOU ANN LAUFFER 
Business Manager, Connellsville 
llauffer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville general parish business,  
cemetery lots/deeds 
 

SUSAN DUNKARD 
Business Manager, Dunbar 
sdunkard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar general parish business  
 

LISA ANDURSKY 
Administrative Assistant 
landursky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville baptism, marriage, 
Mass scheduling 
 

KAREN TWEARDY 
Parish Secretary, Connellsville 
ktweardy@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin (deadline MON at noon), 
envelopes, membership 
 

TINA MAHALLICK 
Parish Secretary, Dunbar 
tmahallick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar Mass scheduling  
 

DAVID HERTZNELL 
Maintenance, Connellsville 
dhertznell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID PANZELLA 
Cemetery Care, Connellsville/Dawson  
724.323.5365 

OUR STAFF - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

will be offered at St. Rita’s 

School Building on SAT mornings 

beginning at 11:30, 

plus by appointment 

by calling the DeVivo Centre 

at 628.6840. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Acts 2:1-11   A NEW POWER 
 

What could change fear into  
confidence? What power is strong 
enough to put fears to rest and 
bring confidence to life? 
 

Our fears come from many 
sources. Failure, loneliness, and 
rejection can all make us afraid  
to try anything. 
 

Confidence often comes from 
outside, especially when we can-
not find it ourselves. Someone 
else notices a talent in us that we 
have overlooked. A friend helps 
us laugh at ourselves. Or by sheer 

gift, we receive a new power, a 
new opportunity that makes all 
the difference in the world. 
 

What changed the disciples’ fear 
into confidence? Something mighty 
must have happened. The same 
group that fled at the arrest and 
crucifixion of Jesus, the same people 
who cowered in an upper room 
after his ascension - these people 
started proclaiming the message 
of salvation to large crowds in every 
language. How did it happen? 
 

There is only one answer. The 
Holy Spirit made it happen. The 
Spirit, promised by Jesus, came in 
wind and fire to lift up the disci-
ples and bolster their confidence. 
 

No matter where your fear comes 
from, the Holy Spirit may find 
you and change your life forever.  
  

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the First 

and Second Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdio-
cese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. 

All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. 

Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD.  

 

THE STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
REPORT FOR MAY 23-24 WILL 
BE IN NEXT WEEK’S BULLETIN.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
MON: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 
 

TUE: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16; Mk 12:13-17 
 

WED: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2; Mk 12:18-27 
 

THU: 2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Mk 12:28-34 
 

FRI: 2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 166, 168; 1-6; Mk 12:35-37 
 

SAT: 2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22; Mk 12:38-44 
 

SUN: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-55; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 

MAY 31, 2020 

Hello, I’m your envelope 
reminder angel.  I've  
been assigned to watch 

over you for the summer 
months.  While you’re en- 

joying summer fun and sun, don’t 

forget your church here at home.  

Your help is still needed to meet 

current expenses.  If you’re away 

and don’t mail your envelopes in, 

may I suggest you keep your unused 

ones and bring your contributions 

up to date when you return.   
 

God bless you and keep you safe 

throughout the summer months. 

ST
. A
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DLA Goal 

$26,715 

Pledged - 132 gifts 

$25,592 (95.79%) 

ON FEB 11, 2018, POPE FRANCIS DECREED THAT LATIN-RITE CATHOLICS AROUND THE WORLD WOULD MARK THE 
FEAST OF “THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH” ON THE MON AFTER PENTECOST EACH YEAR.   
The Gospel reading for the feast, technically is called a “memorial”, is John 19:25-31, 

which recounts how from the cross, Jesus entrusted Mary to his disciples as their 

mother, and entrusted his disciples to Mary as her children. 
 

Pope Francis approved the decree after “having attentively considered how greatly the 

promotion of this devotion might encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the 

church in the pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a growth of genuine Marian piety”. 
 

The Vatican prelates in the decree recalled that “as a caring guide to the emerging 

Church, Mary had already begun her mission in the Upper Room, praying with the 

Apostles while awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit.”  Then, in the course of the centuries, “Christian piety 

has honored Mary with various titles” and now under the title “Mother of the Church”. 
 

It is very fitting that we will once again begin celebrating Masses together tomorrow, MON, JUN 1 on the Feast of 

Mary, Mother of the Church.  We ask Mary to welcome us as we come back to Her Son in the Eucharist. 

If you have not yet 

made your DLA pledge, 

there is still time to do so. 



 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

SAT, MAY 30 PENTECOST VIGIL  

 SR Raymond Furnier (Wife, Lorraine Furnier) 

 SA Catherine Lizza (Mike & Agnes Bell) 

 IC Slim Neigum (Gwen Woodmancy) 

SUN, MAY 31 PENTECOST SUNDAY  

 SR Pro Populo 

 SA Connie Kelly (Jean Anthony) 

 IC Michael S. Galiardi (Family) 

 SJ Gregg Lowman (Mom, Marie) 

 

MON,  JUN 1  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH  

 8:00am SR George Ryan, Jr. (Janie & Daughters)  

 8:30am SA  Walter Lewandowski (Eleanor Balena) 

 

TUE, JUN 2   STS. MARCELLINUS & PETER, MARTYRS  

 8:00am SJ Joseph & Anna Simko (Joe & Janet Simko)  

 8:30am SA  Ted Martin (Don & Flo Logston) 

 

WED, JUN 3  ST. CHARLES LWANGA & COMPANIONS, MARTYRS  

 8:00am SR Frank & Marie Dunaway & Families (Mary Kay) 

 8:30am SR Adoration until 4:30pm 

 

THU, JUN 4  WEEKDAY  

 8:00am IC  Nick Soldano (Wife & Family) 

 8:00am SA  Prayers for Priests & Padre Pio Devotions 

 8:30am SA Ettore & Eleanor LaCaffinie (Children, Vince, Lucky, Angela & 

    Mary Lynn) 

 

FRI, JUN 5     ST. BONIFACE, BISHOP & MARTYR  

 8:00am SR Kathy Herbert (Husband, Wayne Herbert) 

 8:15am SA Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 8:30am SA Stephen Holup, Jr. (Joe & Rose Kosisko) 

 

SAT, JUN 6  VIGIL  

  4:00 pm  IC Brittany Daniels (Kim & Sherman Daniels) 

  5:00pm  SA Andrew Hornick & Family (Rose) 

  6:00pm  SR Carmine, Sr., Anna K. & Anthony Molinaro (Louisa Clawson) 

 

SUN, JUN 7    MOST HOLY TRINITY  

 8:00am SR Henry & Rita Molinaro (St. Rita Choir) 

 9:00am SA Pro Populo 

 9:30am IC Anna & Jim Stefano & Helen & Steve Susa (Jim & Stephanie 

    Stefano) 

 11:30am SJ George & Margaret Grimm (Janice Pritts & Family) 

 

Go to youghcatholic.org/stream for the live-streaming of Mass THIS SUN at 10am. 
Beginning on SUN, JUN 7, we will live-stream St. John’s 11:30am Mass. 

We know that you are excited to 
come back to church and to receive 
the Eucharist again.  Please consider 
how many other people in our commu-
nity feel the same way.  Please also 
think about how challenging it would 
be to turn someone away from Mass 
because of the requirement for social 
distancing.  Could you imagine having 
to do this to someone?  How might 
that impact someone’s life of faith? 
 

In order to help us avoid this from 
happening, please consider being crea-
tive in your Mass attendance and in 
your reception of the Eucharist.  Be-
cause everyone has been dispensed 
from the Sunday obligation, please 
prayerfully consider one of the follow-
ing alternatives: 
 

 ATTENDING MASS AT THE CHURCHES THAT 
HAVE THE LARGEST CAPACITY OR AT TIMES 
THAT ARE LESS ATTENDED. 

 

 ATTENDING MASS IN PERSON ONLY EVERY 
OTHER WEEK. 

 

 ATTENDING A DAILY MASS ONCE A WEEK 
AND WATCHING SUNDAY MASS ONLINE. 

 

Beginning SUN, JUN 7 we will live-stream 
the 11:30 Mass at St. John Church.  
This is always an option to help you 
keep the Sabbath day holy if you do 
not attend in person. 
 

Thank you for helping our community 
in whatever ways you can. 

We will be praying 

the virtual novena to 

St. Anthony of Padua 

at 6:30pm every 

TUE thru JUN 9.  

This will be offered 

as a pre-recorded live-stream on 

St. Rita’s Parish Festival Facebook 

page, and also on our website 

www.youghcatholic.org. 

We do our best to keep the parish data-
bases current.  You can help by letting us 
know any time your household changes.  
Please call the DeVivo Centre at 628-
6840 or St. Al’s Brady Centre at 277-
4236 if: 

 Your family moves into or out of one of our parishes 

 Your address changes 

 Your phone number changes/you drop your landline  

 Singles marry and spouse is not recorded 

 An adult child moves away 

 There is a baby or other addition to your family 

 You separate or divorce 

 A member moves to a nursing home or other  

 care facility 



TODAY WE CELEBRATE PENTECOST SUNDAY.  One of the biblical 

names for Pentecost is “The Festival of First Fruits”.  
A “first fruit” is the first of a crop to ripen. These 

were offered to God in thanksgiving for the harvest. 
 

We usually don’t think of this time of year as a  

harvest season.  But in mild climates, such as the lands 

around the Mediterranean, the apricots, strawberries and cherries are ripe 

now.  So are wheat and other grains.  The grain harvest is the principal 

harvest of the year, the crop that can feed people all year long if it is 

abundant enough.  Even in the north, gardens yield asparagus, rhubarb, 

the first peas and spinach and other salad greens. Winter’s fast has  

become springtime’s feast. 
 

In the First Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul uses the imagery of Pen-

tecost to speak of the resurrection of Jesus.  “Christ has been raised 

from the dead, the first fruit of those who have died.  All will be made 

alive in Christ, but each in proper order:  First Christ, then all those 

who belong to Christ.” 
 

Christians celebrate Pentecost 50 days after Easter Sunday.  Pentecost 

is a Greek word that means either “50 days” or “50th day”.  Pentecost 

sets a seal on the 50 days of Eastertime.  It is a grand finale. 
 

On Pentecost, Christians celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  
The Gospels speak often of the coming of the Spirit.  John’s Gospel 

tells us that when Jesus died, “He bowed His head and gave up His 

spirit.”  John tells us that the Risen Christ breathed on the disciples and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 

In the Acts of the Apostles we hear of a great outpouring of the Spirit, 

who descended in fires and wind on the disciples, just as God appeared 

to Moses on Mount Sinai. 
 

At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit appeared in the form of a dove that 

descended on Jesus.  In Luke’s Gospel, we hear over and over that Jesus 
was filled with the power of the Spirit.  In the Acts of the Apostles, the 

descent of the Spirit happens over and over to the disciples.  Pentecost 

is made new again at every baptism, every Eucharist, every time two or 

more gather in Jesus’ name. 

With the celebration of Mass re-
turning to our diocese and our own 
4 parishes, I wish to inform you 
that we have rescheduled 2 very 
important events, that will be mile-
stones for some of our parishioners. 
 Reception into the Church for 

RCIA will be scheduled for a 

SUN in JUN. 
 First Communion will be 

scheduled for 2 SUNs in JUL. 
 

Mary Sampey will be in touch with 

those who will be making these 

sacramental steps in their faith and 

their families in the near future.   
 

These liturgies will be a little dif-

ferent from those in previous years, 

and I ask you to please be under-

standing as we prepare for these 
special celebrations. 

Fr. Paul 

 

 The NORMAL SCHEDULE OF WEEKDAY MASSES will resume  
tomorrow, MON, JUN 1, with the 8am Mass at St. 
Rita’s and the 8:30am Mass at St. Aloysius.  The 
remainder of the weekday Masses will be the same 
as before. 

 There will be ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT on 
WEDs at St. Rita, from after the 8am Mass to 
4:30pm.  The church will be closed on the other 
weekdays after Mass. 

 CONFESSIONS will be heard every SAT starting JUN 6,  
beginning at 11:30am until needed, at St. Rita’s 
School Building.  Please follow the signage. 

 

 WEEKEND MASSES BEGIN ON SAT AND SUN, JUN 6 AND 7.   
 

The schedule will be the same as before with the  
following exception:   

 

THE 4PM VIGIL MASS WILL MOVE TO IC, 
AND THE 6PM VIGIL MASS WILL MOVE TO ST. RITA.   

 
 

This temporary change is being done because of the 
great seating capacity at IC.  The seating restrictions 
require that every other pew be roped off and social-
distancing be adhered to in the open pews. 

We will continue to live-stream SUN 
liturgies.  Beginning JUN 7, the time will 
be changed to 11:30am every SUN to 
coincide with the regularly scheduled 

Mass at St. John. 

I will be sharing more with you as 

circumstances change.  Please keep 

checking our parish website or 

call the offices for additional info 

or if you have questions.   

Fr. Paul 



FRI, JUN 5, IS THE FEAST DAY OF ST. 
BONIFACE.  BISHOP, RELIGIOUS, MIS-

SIONARY, MARTYR (C672-754). 
 

Boniface was born in Eng-

land during a frightening 

time.  People didn’t leave 

their houses any more than 

they had to because they 

were afraid of the vandals, 

warrior tribes who were 

raiding villages. 
 

Boniface became a Benedictine monk at an early age.  

Later he became a priest.  He felt called by God to 

preach the Gospel to the vandals.  At about age 46, 

he set off for Germany, where many of the warriors 
had settled. 
 

What he found there concerned him greatly  Some 

people had heard the Christian message but their be-

lief was mixed with paganism.  He realized that people  

needed educated in their faith.  Fortunately many  

Benedictine nuns and monks from England were will-

ing to follow Boniface and help him teach the people.  

He set up prayer houses, churches and seminaries.  

He held councils to help the bishops there feel more 

connected with the church far away in Rome.  He 

was named the leading bishop of Germany. 
 

By the time Boniface was 73, he had accomplished a 

tremendous amount.  But his missionary spirit would 

not let him rest.  He set off for Holland.  Many people 

wanted to be baptized after Boniface and his team of 

missionaries began teaching there.  On the Eve of 

Pentecost, Boniface was preparing for baptisms, when 

suddenly he and 53 companions were seized and 

murdered by bandits. 
 

Boniface is the Patron Saint of the German people.  

Because of the legend about his using an evergreen tree 

as a symbol of God’s faithfulness, Boniface is credited 

with beginning the custom of the Christmas tree. 
 

“NOBODY EVER ASKED ME!” 
The parish priest noticed that a 

gentleman who attended Mass  

each week with his family never 

received Communion.  This  

went on Sunday after Sunday for 

over a year.  The priest was re-

luctant to ask the man about it, 

but finally he had an opportunity 

for a few private words with him 

after Mass one Sunday.  As tact-

fully as he could the Pastor asked 

why the man never received  

Communion. 
 

Surprised, the man replied, “I can’t 

Father.  I’m not Catholic.”  “I see,” 

said the priest.  “But you’re here 

faithfully every Sunday.  Haven't you 

at least thought about becoming 

Catholic?  Wouldn’t you like to be 

able to receive Holy Communion?”  

“Well, yes,” said the man, “I’ve 

thought about it often.”  “Is some-

thing holding you back?  Is there 

anything I can do to help?”  “Well,” 

the man said slowly, “IT’S JUST THAT 

NOBODY EVER ASKED ME.” 
 

Do you know someone who’s not 

Catholic, but who attends Mass 

regularly - perhaps even someone 

in your own family - who is just 

waiting to be asked?  Or someone 

who has questioned you about 

your Catholic faith?  Maybe he or 

she is just waiting to be asked as 

well.  At our parishes, we are be-

ginning an inquiry session in SEP for 

those interested in knowing more 

about the Catholic faith.  The first 

sessions are for general information 

only and would not place any obli-

gation or commitment on you. 
 

Just call Mary Sampey at 628-6840 

if you’d be interested in these in-

quiry sessions, or want more infor-

mation about the RCIA process.  

More announcements will be forth-

coming as details are finalized. 

 

FOR MINISTERS TO ADAPT TO THE NEW NORM AT LITURGIES DURING 
THIS PANDEMIC, WE WILL HAVE THESE MEETINGS FOR ALL 4 PARISHES.  
PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR MASK. 
 

1) A meeting for all EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS will be held on 
FRI, JUN 5 at 6:30pm in St. Rita’s Bucci Hall. 

2) A meeting for all USHERS will be held on THU, JUN 4 
at 6:30pm in St. Rita’s Bucci Hall. 

3) If anyone is interested in helping with our hospitality 
ministry (assisting the ushers) at the beginning of 
each Mass, you are invited to attend the above-
mentioned ushers’ meeting. 

PLEASE NOTE! 
For all Masses, liturgical services and meetings, 

one MUST wear a mask and practice social-distancing.  
If one does not wear a mask, we cannot admit you. 

THESE PEOPLE ON OUR PRAYER LIST:   
Patrick and Joan Frazier, Mario 

Scotto-DiMarco, Marsha and Barry 

Huey, David Bixel & Family, Ruth 

Ann Denard, Anita Zentarsky, Doug Pirl, and 

Donna Mayros Debellis. 



Recently, Confession has become 

available once again in our Catholic 

Community.  Our RCIA candidates 

will be experiencing the healing  

power of this Sacrament as they are 

getting ever closer to receiving  

their Sacraments of Initiation. We 

have been spending a great deal of 

time preparing them for this Sac-

rament so that they understand 

WHY it exists.   
    

Most likely, your formation of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation was 

simply this: Memorize these  

prayers, go tell the priest your 

sins, and do your penance.   

The reason as to WHY you went  

to Confession was a complete  

mystery to you, but of course you 

knew better than to ask WHY, for 

the answer you would have been 

given would have been something  

to the effect of: “We do it because 

that is what we do.” 
      

In other words, you were either condi-
tioned to go, or you went out of fear.   
 

Today if someone walked up to  

the average Catholic in the street 

and asked him/her, “Why do Catholics 

have to go to Confession?  Can’t you 

just tell Jesus you are sorry?”, he/she 

would most likely stumble to find 

the right words.  As a result, most 

Catholics simply DO NOT continue 

to go to the Sacrament after their 

formative years.   
      

Personally, I was one of those  

Catholics.  I did not understand the 

WHY of Confession until I came to 

have an authentic relationship with 

Christ and His Church and deeply 

desired to make Jesus the Lord of 

my life.  When I say, “and His Church,”  

I mean that a personal relationship 

with Jesus is the beginning of the 

faith journey.  We must also live in 

community through a family of faith; 

i.e. The Church.  But why do we 

have to live in community?  Can’t it 

just be about me and Jesus?  The 

short answer is, no. When we were 

baptized, we became members of 

the family of God; we became adop-

tive sons and daughters of the one 

true King.  Through the overshad-

owing of the Holy Spirit, we became 

a new creation in Christ.  As part of 

this family of God, we need to stay in  

a right relationship with its members.   
      

Allow me to use my own family as 

an example: A few years ago my 

daughter Noel scratched one of our 

dining room chairs with a fork on 

purpose.  When we discovered the 

scratched chair, she of course felt 

extremely guilty and was told to go 

to her room.  While Noel was in her 

room, let’s say that she quickly said a 

prayer asking Jesus to forgive her for 

scratching the chair.  Now let’s pre-

tend that Noel came out of her 

room, said nothing to my husband 

and me, and went and played with 

her toys as if nothing ever happened; 

for her mindset there would be, 

“Well Jesus already forgave me.”   
      

Would that apology in private be 

sufficient in your family?  Of course 

not.  While we believe that Jesus has 

the power to forgive ALL sins, Noel 

also needed to come to my husband 

and me and ask for forgiveness.  

Once she asked for forgiveness, she 

made amends by promising that she 

would never damage anything again 

on purpose.   
      

If an apology in private is NOT sufficient 
in my own family, who am I to say that 
a private apology is good enough for  
the family of God Himself!!!  
 

When I sin, I need to go to my family

- the Church - and get back into a 

right relationship with Her so that I 

may participate fully in the life of the 

Church.  In other words, my sin 

does not only affect ME, it affects 

my Church family (whether I am 

aware of it or not) and my relation-

ship WITH that family.   
      

When I go before a priest in Confes-

sion, I am not merely telling Father 

my sins; for the priest has no power 

in and of himself, but rather Jesus 

who gives the priest authority to 

speak on HIS behalf.  Furthermore, if 

you are truly sorry for what you 

have done, Jesus Christ has already  
forgiven everything through His suffering, 
death and Resurrection; you simply need 
to ASK Jesus and your family (the Church) 
for that forgiveness to fully enter your life.   
      

Now that I understand the WHY of 

Confession, I absolutely love going 

to the Sacrament!  It is like free 

therapy for the soul!  Knowing God 

is ALL mercy, I acknowledge the 

sheer GRACE that NOTHING I could 

do could EVER make God love me 

less. Could I ever love my daughter 

Noel less - even if sometimes I don’t 

like the things she does?  Of course 

not.  How much more does the Fa-

ther, who is perfect, love each and 

every one of his sons and daughters! 

While that fact shouldn’t give us an 

excuse to live a life of sin presuming 

God’s mercy, it should give us the 

freedom to know that WHEN we 

sin, He will always forgive us so that 

we may start anew.    
      

I hope that you take advantage of the 

opportunity to 

encounter the 

all-encompassing 

mercy and love 

of Jesus Christ 

who is simply 

waiting for you to come to Him.   
 

Above all: Do NOT be afraid to go to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, where you 
will meet Jesus who forgives you. 

 

Christ’s peace 

and our Mother Mary’s love, 

Mary Sampey 



Over Memorial 
Day weekend I 
had a chance to 
see my family 
for the first 
time (in per-
son) in over 
two months.  
Because 
COVID-19  

affects the respiratory system and 
my nephew, Andrew, being born 
three months premature, is suscep-
tible, my brother and sister-in-law 
protectively (and understandably) 
set strict guidelines if we are to 
interact with him.  So for the week 
leading up to my visit I isolated my-
self as much as possible and was 
especially careful.  (I thank Fr. Paul 
for allowing me to step back from 
certain ministerial duties so that I 
could make that visit home safely.) 
 

After having been isolated and 
overly cautious about my interac-
tions for a week, being with Andrew 
was a stark contrast.  Andrew has 
no concerns about social distancing.  
He is often covered in drool 
(probably from teething) and will 
sneeze in your face unabashedly.  
He loved playing in the dirt and 
putting as many things as possible 
into his mouth.  We were fighting  
a war: the order vs. the chaos.  
The chaos won most fights. 
 

On Saturday we walked Andrew 
down to a nearby playground and 
took him down the big sliding 
board.  Many times.  Sliding boards 
are not made for people who are  
6 feet, 200+ pounds.  But there I 
was, climbing and sliding over and 
over again.  Once we reached the 
bottom he grinned, pointed his tiny 
finger back at the slide, and grunted 
emphatically (meaning “again!”).  
My back began to ache from bending 
under the bar at the top and my 
pants were looking less black and 
more brown.  But I didn’t care.  
His smile was worth it. 
 

The week I spent alone was out of 

love for my family.  It was a week 
of cleanliness and caution…and 
lots of soap.  And it was very hard 
to do because it was so unnatural.  
I think the hardest part of the pan-
demic for me is that I can’t live nat-
urally because doing what is natural 
is messy.  It is emotionally and spir-
itually exhausting to live our lives 
out of fear that we might become 
infected or infect someone else.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not seeing, touching, embracing 
those we love out of caution does 
damage to our souls.  Having  
socially-distant meals with people, 
having socially-distant Mass – I’m 
certain that if we do these things 
for too long, no matter how cor-
rect and prudent they are, there 
will be devastating spiritual conse-
quences - nothing that God can’t 
handle, but very real nonetheless.  
There is a reason that the word 
“sterile” carries a double meaning.  
The love in life involves color and 
contact…and often a lot of messes.  
If we try to live our lives too clean-
ly, we may find our lives becoming 
sterile and lifeless. 
 

Sadly, many people are finding the 
“mess-free” life more and more 

attractive.  It’s true that messes are 
very unattractive from the outside 
– this is why we clean them up 
when we get company and pretend 
we don’t have any on social media.  
More and more people are spend-
ing more time inside and online, 
escaping the messes of life.  And it’s 
very convenient to walk away from 
messes that aren’t ours.  Fewer 
and fewer people are helping the 
poor, volunteering, and getting  
involved with community events.  I 
fear that this also has devastating 
spiritual consequences for our soci-
ety.  It’s becoming easier and easier 
to be like the priest and the Levite 
in the story of the Good Samaritan.  
Let someone else clean up that mess. 
 

Perhaps the greatest and saddest 
example of this was in an AP article 
I read last week.  In 2019, the low-
est number of babies were born in 
the US since 1985 – only 1.7 per 
woman.  From start to finish, nothing 
about having children isn’t messy.  
It looks intimidating from the out-
side.  I often see the exhaustion in 
the faces of my brother and sister-
in-law when I visit.  But behind the 
exhaustion is a great deal of happi-
ness and life.  Is there anything 
more joyous and spiritually fulfilling 
than parenthood?  I imagine this is 
why God likes to be called Father. 
 

God’s children are messy.  I often 
reflect that, upon witnessing Adam 
and Eve’s first sin, God could have 
started over if he wanted.  But in-
stead of erasing and correcting our 
messes He gave us a Savior and 
redeemed them.  He gives us the 
sacrament of reconciliation so that, 
no matter how big the mess we 
make becomes, it can always be 
forgiven and overcome.  Always.  It 
must be very painful for Him when 
we sin again and again.  It must be a 
lot of work cleaning up our messes.  
But, like my nephew’s smile, He must 
see something there that makes it 
worth all that pain. 


