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sky and count the stars, if you can. Just so,” he added, 
“shall your descendants be.” Abram put his faith in the 
Lord, who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. 
The Lord took note of Sarah as he had said he would; 
he did for her as he had promised. Sarah became 
pregnant and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at 
the set time that God had stated. Abraham gave the 
name Isaac to this son of his whom Sarah bore him. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
The Lord remembers his covenant forever.  
 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 

Brothers and sisters: By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called to go out to a place that he was to re-
ceive as an inheritance; he went out, not knowing 
where he was to go. By faith he received power to 
generate, even though he was past the normal age 
 - and Sarah herself was sterile - for he thought that 
the one who had made the promise was trustworthy. 
So it was that there came forth from one man, him-
self as good as dead, descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the 
seashore. By faith Abraham, when put to the test, 
offered up Isaac, and he who had received the prom 
ises was ready to offer his only son, of whom it was 
said, “Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.” 
He reasoned that God was able to raise even from 
the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol. 
 

GOSPEL:  LUKE 2:22-40 

When the days were completed for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they took him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is 
written in the law of the Lord,  „Every male that opens 
the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord‟, and to 
offer the you may let your servant go in peace, ac-
cording to your word, for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, 
a sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon.  This man was righteous and devout, awaiting 
the consolation of Israel,  and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he should not see death before he had 
seen the Christ of the Lord.  He came in the Spirit   
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ENTRANCE HYMN:  THE FIRST NOWELL 

Verse 1 The first Nowell, the angel did say, 

 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
 On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
 Born is the King of Israel. 

Verse 2 They looked up and saw a star 

 Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
 And to the earth it gave great light, 
 And so it continued both day and night. 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 

GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
 

We praise you, we bless you, 
We adore you, we glorify you, 
We give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us; 
 

You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father have 
mercy on us. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, In the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:  GENESIS 15:1-6, 21:1-3  

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
saying: “Fear not, Abram!  I am your shield; I will 
make your reward very great.” But Abram said,  
“O Lord God, what good will your gifts be, if I 
keep on being childless and have as my heir the 
steward of my house, Eliezer?”  Abram continued, 
“See, you have given me no offspring, and so one 
of my servants will be my heir.” Then the word of 
the Lord came to him: “No, that one shall not be 
your heir; your own issue shall be your heir.”  The 
Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the 



into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in 
regard to him, He took him into his arms and blessed 

God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant 
go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you prepared in 
sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The 
child‟s father and mother were amazed at what was 
said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for 
the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be contradicted - and you yourself a sword 
will pierce - so that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed.” There was also a prophetess, Anna, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She 

was advanced in years, having lived seven years with 
her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow 
until she was eighty-four.  She never left the temple, 
but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.  
And coming forward at that very time, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who 
were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town 
of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate 
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the  
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and  

I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS: 
Please respond:  Emmanuel, hear us. 
 

SANCTUS       

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of hosts.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.                                                   
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.              
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your  
Resurrection until you come again. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN:  AWAY IN A MANGER 

Verse 1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

Verse 2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

 But little Lord Jesus, no crying his makes; 
 I love thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Verse 3  Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 

 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray 
 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
Verse 1 Angels we have heard on high 

 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply 
 Echo back their joyous strains. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Verse 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 Say what may the tidings be 
 Which inspire your heav’nly song. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

All hymns reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-735575 



 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

Go to youghcatholic.org/stream for the live-streaming of St. John’s 11:30am SUN Mass. 

SAT, DEC 26  VIGIL/ST. STEPHEN, THE 1ST MARTYR  

  4:00pm IC  Sylvester “Tom” Louis (Mike Ozorowski) 
 5:00pm SA  Bob DeCara (Wife, Audrey & Family) 

 6:00pm SR   Peggy Goberni (Joe Goberni) 
 
 

SUN, DEC 27   HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH  

 8:00am SR Rita Molinaro (M/M David Porter) 

 9:00am SA Sylvester & Melvina Rendine (Terry, Kristin & Christopher) 

 9:30am IC Pro Populo 

 11:30am SJ  Charles Hamborsky & Vincent Hamborsky (Knights of Columbus #948) 
 
 

MON,  DEC 28  HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS  

 8:00am SR Barbara Swenglish (Lawrence Swenglish & Family) 

 8:30am SR Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 8:30am SA Msgr. J. Edward McCullough (Pat & Ann) 
 
 

TUE, DEC 29  ST. THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP & MARTYR  

 8:00am SJ Connie & Francis Hatter, Jr. (Husband & Father, Francis, Sr. & Family) 

 8:30am SA Connie Sankovich (Sandra) 
 

 

WED,  DEC 30  WEEKDAY  

 8:00am SR Anthony & Roberta Mongelluzzo (Children & Grandchildren) 

 8:30am SR NO ADORATION 
 
 

THU, DEC 31  ST. SYLVESTER I, POPE  

 8:00am IC Charles Helms (John, Sharon & John-Luke Tlumack) 

 8:00am SA Prayers for Priests & Padre Pio Devotions 

 8:30am SA Sara & Jack Nelis (Warne & Dolores Rankin) 

 5:00pm IC VIGIL/SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD  

 5:30pm SA Sylvester & Melvina Rendine (Stanton & Paula Fogie)    
 

 

FRI, JAN 1  SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD  

 8:30am SR Rita Griglak (Suzi Pilla) 

 10:00am SJ Joseph Sages (M/M Joseph Simko) 
 
 

SAT, JAN 2  VIGIL/STS. BASIL THE GREAT & GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BISHOPS  

       & DOCTORS OF THE CHURCH  

  4:00pm IC  Deceased Members of the Goron Family (Ron & Pat Goron) 
 5:00pm SA  Esther Ziska & Stephen Mullaney (Cheryl & Jim) 
 6:00pm SR Anna Conte (Mary Ann Ereditario)     
 
 

SUN, JAN 3   EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  

 8:00am SR Nunzia “Nancy” Domina (Christopher Mickey) 

 9:00am SA Rose Novak (Henrietta & Family) 

 9:30am IC Edward Oppman (Daughter, Marianne Oppman) 

 11:30am SJ  Paul & Albina Garstecki (Son, Jim) 

 

Both parish offices will be closed THU, DEC 31 and 
FRI, JAN 1 in celebration of the New Year. They will 
re-open on MON, JAN 4.  
 

Your priests and the ministry/office staffs wish each 
of you God’s best blessings in the coming year. 

Geibel still has financial scholarships 

available for grades 7-11 for the 2nd 

semester of the 2020-21 school year. 

Please contact the school at 628-5600 

for more information, or apply online 

at www.geibelcatholic.org. 

 

Pray THE ANGELUS PRAYER with us 
WEDs at noon 

on the Yough Catholic Community 
Facebook page. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO KAY MOLNAR 
FROM ST, ALOYSIUS 

WHO TURNS 100!!! ON JAN 5. 

Please pray for the repose of the 

souls of WILLIAM YOURICH. RUTH 

ANN DAUGHERTY and CHARLENE 

AUGUSTINE (step-mother of Lisa 

Andursky),  who died recently. May 

their souls and the souls of the 

faithful departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in eternal peace. 

TUE & THU Masses will be 
held at ST RITA if the 
Connellsville School Dis-
trict has a delay or 
cancellation for winter weather.   
Watch the news on TV or listen to 

your favorite radio station if the 

weather is bad. 
 

I share this with you because Connells-
ville is back in their classrooms.  (In 
case they are not, please remember if 
you have to shovel your sidewalks, 
weekday Mass will be at St. Rita.) 

And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, 

do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  

Colossians 3:17 

about:blank
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/colossians/3/17#footnote2


We are now scheduling 2021 Masses for 
the Connellsville parishes - 1st come, 1st 
served. A Mass Intention Request form 
must be received to schedule a Mass.   
NO PHONE REQUESTS.  Forms are available  

at the DeVivo Centre and online at 

www.youghcatholic.org.  Completed 

forms/stipends ($10/Mass) may be put 

in the collection basket, mailed, or 

put in the dropbox by the door on 

the parish office porch.   

To schedule a Mass at St. Al, call their 
office at 277-4236. 

Thank you for remembering 

to pray for the dead. 

 

Due to pandemic concerns, there will 
be NO ADORATION on WED, DEC 30. 

 

Today, DEC 27, is the Feast Day of St. John the Evangelist, but because it falls on a 
SUN this year, the liturgical calendar gives priority to the Feast of the Holy Family.   
But for the parishioners of St John, this brings to a close our anniversary year 

of celebrating 125 years of the existence of our parish in Connellsville.  Our 

anniversary celebration was altered and adapted many times over this past 

year because of the pandemic, but it did not dampen the joy, hope and faith 

that our ancestors in faith brought to this town and the Slovak people and 

others.  We as a parish remember all who have sat in our pews before us and 

with us, who have been called home to heaven by our heavenly Father.   
 

One of the old customs on the Feast of St John is that people toast each other‟s 

good health.  Let us raise a glass to those who have built the vineyard that is 

St. John the Evangelist parish over the past 125 years.   
 

And then let us raise a second glass to ourselves as we begin another year 

into the future of our parish.   
 

I thank all who served on the Anniversary Committee, especially our Chairs, 

Stephanie Kostelnik and Toni Kostelnik.  Your time and effort gave each of us 

many great memories this year.  May God bless us, everyone! 

CHRISTMAS SEASON.  In the northern hemi-

sphere during the last week of DEC 

and the first weeks of JAN, the days 

ever-so-slowly begin to lengthen.  That 

is when the church keeps Christmas. 
 

In these merry days we Christians 

welcome our Lord, who comes as a 

tiny child, in mercy, gentleness and 

compassion.  But make no mistake.  

This newborn is our God and Lord, 

our savior and our judge.  And so we 

sing out loud, “Joy to the world, the 

Lord is come!”  In the words of Psalm 

96, “O sing to the Lord a new song!  

Sing to the King all the earth!.  Then 

shall all the trees of the forest sing for 

joy before the Lord, who comes to 

judge the world with justice, who 

comes to judge the people with truth.” 
 

To announce God‟s epiphany - the 

glorious appearing of heaven on earth - 

we give gifts and greetings.  We drive 

away the winter with lights and flow-

ers.  We gather around the shining 

tree of life, and we open our homes to 

every guest. 
 

But the keeping of Christmas is not 

easy.  On the day after DEC 25, the 

after-Christmas sales begin, as Christ-

mas is over.  But it‟s not over.  It‟s just 

begun.  We Christians have to rely on 

our own resources when it comes to 

keeping our festivals. 
 

And we have so many days to keep!  

There‟s the Feast of Stephen, when 

“Good King Wenceslas looked out”.  

There‟s St. John‟s Day, when people 

toast each other‟s good health.  There‟s 

the Feast of the Holy Innocents, the 

sad day of the season. 
 

Christmastime includes the New Year 

celebration, when we ring out troubles 

and ring in blessings.  Then there‟s 

Epiphany, the merriest day of our merry 

Christmastime, when we follow a star 

to our heart‟s desire. 
 

The Christmas season ends on the 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  Usually 

that falls on the 2nd SUN in JAN.  But 

the season echoes again on FEB 2, 

Candlemas, when we praise Christ, the 

light of the world.  Think how much 

we‟d miss if we ended Christmas on 

DEC 25! 
 

Advent and Christmastime - the prep-

aration and the celebration - bring us 

from the old year to the new.  The 

Christian year is not a circle, leading 

nowhere.  Rather, our years form a 

twisted spiral, like the ladder of angels 

in Jacob‟s dream.  The ladder of the 

year leads us out of time, ever upward 

into God‟s bright eternity. 

Homebound, sick, quarantined, or feeling disconnected?  
Go to youghcatholic.org/stuckathome to find ways to 
strengthen your faith during this difficult time. 

If you’ve completed high school or are over 18 years of age, you must register at 
your home parish as an adult.  When you are asked to be a sponsor or God- 

parent, you must present proof of membership in a parish.  Your membership 

will not be verified if you are still listed as a child on your parents‟ registration. 
 

Please call the DeVivo Centre at 628-6840 or the Brady Centre at 277-4236, 

or pick up a church registration form in the back of your church if you need 

to take care of this detail. 

 

The 2021 calendars are in the back of 
our churches. 

Please feel free to take one home. 
Also, if you have a relative or friend 

who is homebound, 
please take them one as well. 



 ON SUN, DEC 27 WE CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY.  From 

Christmas Day to New Year‟s Day is the Christmas octave.  
Octaves are 8-day weeks.  Of course an ordinary week is 7 

days.  It‟s what we expect.  But 8 days?  That‟s something 
strange and wonderful in Christian symbolism; 8 days 
represent eternity.  Maybe that‟s because an 8-day period 
begins and ends on the same day of the week.  Christ-
mastime is a season to live with one foot in eternity.  

Christmastime is filled with feast days.  The First Sunday of the season is the 
Feast of the Holy Family.  Holy Family Day is a favorite time for family reun-
ions.  Students are home from school and many people have extra days off 
from work.  Like every day of Christmastime, it‟s an occasion for feasting and 
caroling and relaxing.  Some people say that the nicest part about Christmas-
time weekends is that there‟s finally some time to sit back and enjoy the dec-
orations and music and good company.  May our parish families truly model 
the Holy Family during this joyous time of the year.   

FRI, JAN 1 IS THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD.  Some people think that 

Christmas is one holiday and New Year‟s is another, but the 
church keeps JAN 1 as one of the days of Christmastime.  
The rejoicing of DEC 25 belongs to JAN 1 as well. 
 

The gospel for Mass today is short.  But it gives us several 
reasons to rejoice.  And it also gives us the reasons for the 
different titles that the first of JAN has had over the years. 
 

The gospel, from the 2nd chapter of Luke, is a continuation of the story we 
began at Midnight Mass on Christmas.  Today we hear that the shepherds did 
what the angels told them to do.  They found Mary and Joseph, and the new-
born Jesus.  Then they went to tell their neighbors that a Savior was born. 
 

Mary treasured what was said about her child.  In joy, the shepherds sang the 
angels‟ song of glory in heaven and peace on earth.  Eight days after his birth, 
Jesus was circumcised and received his name, which means “Savior”. 
 

Today is the World Day of Prayer for Peace.  For some churches, today is 
the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus, or the Feast of the Circumcision.  For 
Roman Catholics, today is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. This 
solemnity is over 1,500 years old on the church‟s calendar.  We celebrate 
today the fulfillment of the promise made to Mary by the angel, Gabriel.  God‟s 
child is now her Child.  Mary is the Mother of God.  

PRAYER FOR THE FAMILY 
Heavenly Father, 

most good and gracious God, 

sustain our family in Your love. 

Make it a place where 

holiness and love abound. 

Help us to learn to be like Jesus 

in all our actions. 

Aid our family to imitate 

the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph. 

Help us to learn from 

the example of others 

and to give good examples 

to everyone. 

Assist us in learning to bear 

our pain and suffering as Jesus did. 

Aid us in overcoming difficulties 

and carrying our crosses. 

Help our family life 

to lead only to Jesus, 

the source of true happiness.  

Please give wholesome habits 

to our family. 

We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Congratulations to 

KENLEE ANN DEWITT, daughter of 

Josh DeWitt and Allison Kalp, 

baptized DEC 13 at St. John. 

WE ARE GOD’S HOLY FAMILY.  The scriptures of Israel are 

filled with many stories of barren couples who were mirac-

ulously granted the gift of children by God. Surely the best 

known among these is when Luke recounted the miraculous 

birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the 

more miraculous birth of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each 

instance, we are given examples or role models of those 

who trusted in God. More than examples of those who 

trust, they are models of self-surrender. They abandoned 

their own presuppositions and prejudices about the  
 

 

workings of the world and turned their lives over to belief 

in a God who can make life grow where none ought to; a 

God who can turn death around into a new and unimagined 

life; a God who can, today, take a tiny child of humble par-

ents in an insignificant town and make him into a light for all 

the world. This is what we, as God‟s holy family, are called 

to do each day: to trust not in ourselves and the way we 

think things should be, but to open ourselves and surrender 

ourselves in faith to a God of endless promise.   
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

THE MASS SCHEDULE FOR THIS HOLY DAY IS: 

THU, DEC 31 5:00pm Vigil IC FRI, JAN 1 8:30am St. Rita 
 5:30pm St. Al  10:00am St. John 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  

Adult ......................................... $4,139.00 

Loose ................................................ 81.00 

Maintenance.................................. 106.00 

TOTAL ................................... $4,326.00 

 

Cemetery ................................... $130.00 

Thanksgiving ................................. $45.00 

Immaculate Conception ......... $588.00 

Christmas ................................... $200.00 

Accent ............................................ $59.00 

Children & Family ........................ $10.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦  

ST. ALOYSIUS  

Adult ......................................... $5,759.00 

Loose ................................................ 83.00 

Children/Young Adults ................ 15.00 

Parish Improvements .................. 289.00 

Energy ............................................ 274.00 

TOTAL  ................................. $6,420.00 
 

Flowers ....................................... $884.00 

Immaculate Conception ......... $258.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦  

ST. JOHN  

Adult ......................................... $2,507.00 

Loose ................................................ 65.00 

Maintenance.................................. 140.00 

TOTAL ................................... $2,712.00 

 

Cemetery ...................................... $55.00 

Accent ............................................ $67.00 

All Saints ........................................ $30.00 

Thanksgiving ................................. $35.00 

Immaculate Conception ......... $371.00 

Christmas Flowers ...................... $80.00 

Initial Offering .............................. $10.00 

Solemnity of Mary ....................... $20.00 

Children & Family ........................ $10.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦  

ST. RITA  

Adult ......................................... $3,524.00 

Loose .............................................. 387.00 

Maintenance.................................. 253.00 

TOTAL ................................... $4,164.00 

 

Cemetery ................................... $132.00 

Accent ............................................ $67.00 

Thanksgiving ................................. $45.00 

Immaculate Conception ......... $470.00 

Christmas Flowers ................... $419.00 

Initial Offering .............................. $30.00 

Solemnity of Mary ....................... $60.00 

Children & Family ........................ $50.00 

Poverty Relief ................................. $5.00 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
MON: 1 Jn 1:5-2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18 
 

TUE: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
 

WED: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
 

THU: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
 

FRI: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
 

SAT: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28  
 

SUN: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

SUN, DEC 27, 2020 
 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

SIRACH 3:2-6, 12-14 
 
 

HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER 
 

Our first experience of 
family is dependence. As children we 
need the help of parents. As children 
we get lots of attention. We do not 
earn it. We just receive it because of 
who we are. 
 

Then our eyes are opened. We rec-
ognize the sacrifice our parents have 
made. We see how they thought less 
of themselves in order to give us life. 
Our respect for them grows. 
 

Today we remember the care that 
Mary and Joseph gave to Jesus. We 
recognize the sacrifice they made.  
We imagine the many ways they 
thought less of themselves to improve 

the life of the son entrusted to their 
care. Our respect for them grows too. 
 

Sirach proclaims that those who honor 
their parents atone for their sins and 
keep themselves from evil. Their prayers 
reach God‟s ears. The benefits of sat-
isfaction return to those who honor 
their fathers and mothers. 
 

The Christmastime feast of the Holy 
Family celebrates the model of home 
life, but it also reminds us to honor our 
parents. Kindness to them will not be 
forgotten. 
 

How will you honor your parents this 
coming year? How will you keep their 
memory? 
 

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the 

1st & 2nd Readings, Year B © 2019 Archdiocese 

of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All 

rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner. 

Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD. 

 

SAT-SUN, DEC 12-13, 2020  
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

WHY DOES THE LITURGY BEGIN WITH A PROCESSION? It is not just a practical matter of 

getting the ministers of the liturgy from the sacristy to the sanctuary. The 
procession is a powerful sign of who we are as Christian people. We are not 
static, staying in one place; we are going somewhere. Our procession leads us 
to the altar, the sign of Christ‟s presence in our midst. We process, because we 
recognize our need for what Christ is preparing for us at that table. We go 
forward eagerly, because we are hungry for that heavenly food. This procession is 
an orderly one: servers, deacon, priest presider. Each is set apart by distinctive 
vesture: albs for the altar servers, dalmatic for the deacon, chasuble for the 
priest. The procession is an image of the hierarchical structure of the Church. 
On a deeper level it is an image of unity in diversity. We are all on a journey to 
the heavenly city, but each of us is clothed with different gifts. We all receive 
the call to service, but not in the same way. Only by coming together in all our 
wonderful variety can we achieve the work of the kingdom. 

~Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE ON OUR PRAYER LIST: Carla Tressler, Annabella Joseph, Mark 

Habina, Michael Lazor, Marsha & Barry Huey, Bernadette Smith, Rose Cowan, 

Turner Trimbath, Joseph Maiese, William Bellus, Anna Newton, Grady Humbert, 

Louisa Clawson, Ann Jutovic, Megan Reda and baby, and Doug Pirl. 

 

THE STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT 
FOR DEC 19-20 

WILL BE IN A FUTURE BULLETIN 

THE OBJECT OF A NEW YEAR IS NOT 
THAT WE SHOULD HAVE A NEW YEAR 

BUT RATHER THAT WE SHOULD HAVE A NEW SOUL. 
G.K. Chesterton 



 

 

 

To our visitors ... If you are just 

passing through, we are glad 

you chose to worship with us.  

If you are seeking a new church 

home, please know there is  

always room in our pews and a 

place in our hearts for you. 
 

 
 

DEVIVO CENTRE 
116 South 2nd Street 

Connellsville, PA 15425 
 

724.628.6840   (f) 724.628.0838 
 

MON-THU 8:30am-noon/1-4pm 

FRI 8:30am-1pm 
 

BRADY CENTRE 
459 Ranch Road 

Dunbar, PA 15431 
 

724.277.4236   (f) 724.277.8954 
 

MON, TUE, THU, FRI 9am-3pm 
 
 

 

We work with the Holy Trinity  
Conference of St. Vincent DePaul  
to help our neighbors in need.  

Their number is 724.562.3341. 
 

 

 

 

We are grateful for the advertisers 
who cover the cost of printing 

our bulletins.   
 

Please frequent their businesses 

in support of them.   
 

This week‟s featured advertiser  

is CATHOLIC MATCH. 

Our Faith Community consists of the Parish Families  

of Immaculate Conception, Connellsville 

(1869), Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Dunbar 

(1874), Saint John the Evangelist,  

Connellsville (1895), and Saint Rita of 

Cascia, Connellsville (1915). 
 

We also embrace the former Parish Families of Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Leisenring (1888-2008), Sacred Heart, Dawson (1889-2007) Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel, Connellsville (1901-1913), Saint Emory, Connellsville 

(1903-1970), Holy Trinity, Connellsville (1903-2008), Saint Polycarp, 

West Leisenring (1917-1997). 

 

VERY REV. FR. PAUL LISIK, VF 
Pastor/Trust Administrator 
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

REV. JULIUS CAPONGPONGAN 
Parochial Vicar 
jcapongpongan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Hospital ministry, homebound visits 

 

REV. DANIEL CARR 
Parochial Vicar 
dcarr@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

SR. DONNA MULLIGAN 
Director of Pastoral Ministry 
dmulligan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Communion to the sick/homebound 
 

MARY SAMPEY 
Director of Evangelization 
msampey@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
RCIA, Foundations of Faith, youth 
ministry, sacramental prep 
 

LOU ANN LAUFFER 
Business Manager, Connellsville 
llauffer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville general parish business,  
cemetery lots/deeds 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SUSAN DUNKARD 
Business Manager, Dunbar 
sdunkard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar general parish business  
 

LISA ANDURSKY 
Administrative Assistant 
landursky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville baptism, marriage, 
Mass scheduling 
 

KAREN TWEARDY 
Parish Secretary, Connellsville 
ktweardy@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin (deadline MON at noon), 
envelopes, membership 
 

TINA MAHALLICK 
Parish Secretary, Dunbar 
tmahallick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar Mass scheduling  
 

DAVID HERTZNELL 
Maintenance, Connellsville 
dhertznell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID PANZELLA 
Cemetery Care, Connellsville/Dawson  
724.323.5365 

OUR STAFF - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

is offered at St. Rita‟s 

School Building on SAT mornings 

beginning at 11:30, 

plus by appointment 

by calling the DeVivo Centre 

at 628.6840. 

If there are changes they will be 

noted elsewhere in the bulletin. 

JESUS CHRIST SON OF GOD SAVIOR 


