
JAN 18-19, 2020 



SATs 5:15-5:45pm at IC 

and by appointment 

 

 

 

To our visitors... If you are just 

passing through, we are glad 

you chose to worship with us.  

If you are seeking a new church 

home, please know there is  

always room in our pews and a 

place in our hearts for you. 
 
 

 

DEVIVO CENTRE 
116 South 2nd Street 

Connellsville, PA 15425 
 

724.628.6840   (f) 724.628.0838 
 

MON-THU 8:30am-noon /1-4pm 

FRI 8:30am-1pm 
 

BRADY CENTRE 
459 Ranch Road 

Dunbar, PA 15431 
 

724.277.4236   (f) 724.277.8954 
 

MON, TUE, THU, FRI 9am-3pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

We work with the Holy Trinity  
Conference of Saint Vincent DePaul  
to help our neighbors in need.  

Their number is 724.562.3341. 
 

We are grateful for the advertisers 
who cover the cost of printing 
our bulletins.   
 

Please frequent their businesses 

in support of them.   
 

This week’s featured advertiser 

is CATHOLIC CRUISES AND TOURS. 

Our Faith Community consists of the Parish Families  

of Immaculate Conception, Connellsville 

(1869), Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Dunbar 

(1874), Saint John the Evangelist,  

Connellsville (1895), and Saint Rita of 

Cascia, Connellsville (1915). 
 

We also embrace the former Parish Families of Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Leisenring (1888-2008), Sacred Heart, Dawson (1889-2007) Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel, Connellsville (1901-1913), Saint Emory, Connellsville 

(1903-1970), Holy Trinity, Connellsville (1903-2008), Saint Polycarp, 

West Leisenring (1917-1997). 

FR. PAUL LISIK 
Pastor 
plisik@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

FR. JULIUS CAPONGPONGAN 
Parochial Vicar 
jcapongpongan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Hospital ministry, homebound visits 

 

FR. DANIEL CARR 
Parochial Vicar 
dcarr@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

SR. DONNA MULLIGAN 
Director of Pastoral Ministry 
dmulligan@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Communion to the sick/homebound 
 

MARY SAMPEY 
Director of Evangelization 
msampey@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
RCIA, Foundations of Faith, youth 
ministry, sacramental prep 
 

MOLLI VASSAR 
RCIA Coordinator, Spiritual Counseling 
mvassar@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

LOU ANN LAUFFER 
Business Manager, Connellsville 
llauffer@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville general parish business,  
cemetery lots/deeds 
 

SUSAN DUNKARD 
Business Manager, Dunbar 
sdunkard@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar general parish business  
 

LISA ANDURSKY 
Administrative Assistant 
landursky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Connellsville baptism, marriage, 
Mass scheduling 
 

KAREN TWEARDY 
Parish Secretary, Connellsville 
ktweardy@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Bulletin (deadline MON at noon), 
envelopes, membership 
 

TINA MAHALLICK 
Parish Secretary, Dunbar 
tmahallick@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
Dunbar Mass scheduling  
 

DAVID HERTZNELL 
Maintenance, Connellsville 
dhertznell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

DAVID PANZELLA 
Cemetery Care, Connellsville/Dawson  
724.323.5365 

OUR STAFF - WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 



 
 

SAT-SUN, JAN 11-12, 2020 
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Adult ························· $2,862.00 
Loose ··························· 1,342.00 
Maintenance ······················· 85.00 
Total ························ $4,289.00 
 

Cemetery ························ $20.00 
Christmas ························ $20.00 
Solemnity of Mary ·············· $15.00 
Initial Offering ················· $125.00 
Accent ···························· $20.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. ALOYSIUS 
Adult ························· $3,856.00 
Loose ····························· 156.00 
Children/Young Adults ············ 1.00 
Total ························ $4,013.00 
 

Initial Offering ··················· $92.00 
Solemnity of Mary ············ $203.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. JOHN 
Adult ························· $1,799.00 
Loose Collection ··············· 462.90 
Maintenance ······················· 50.00 
Total ························ $2,311.90 
 

Solemnity of Mary ·············· $45.00 
Initial Offering ··················· $42.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
ST. RITA 
Adult ························· $1,996.00 
Loose ····························· 716.00 
Maintenance ····················· 198.00 
Total ························ $2,910.00 
 

Solemnity of Mary ·············· $23.00 
Accent ···························· $18.00 

SUN, JAN 19, 2020 
2ND SUN ON ORDINARY TIME 
 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3  
CHECKING THE ROADMAP  

If you veer off course, 

you check the map or get 

directions. If you want to get to 

your destination, you need to 

remember where your destina-

tion is. It also helps to remember 

why you are going there, in case 

you get tired along the way.  
 

St. Paul wrote letters to the  

Corinthians in Greece because 

they were getting off course. He 

reminded them about the basics 

of the Christian life and answered 

a few of their specific questions. 

Paul had spent a year and a half 

with this community on his mis-

sionary journeys. He stayed with 

Aquila and Priscilla, who had come 

there from Rome during the per-
secution of Claudius. Paul shared 

faith, ethnicity, and occupation 

with Aquila: they were tentmakers 

(Acts 18:1-11).  
 

Now Paul had moved on, but some 

problems had surfaced with this 

community after he left. So he sat 

down with his friend Sosthenes and 

wrote a letter to the Corinthians.  
 

He starts with a brief glimpse at 

the roadmap. He writes the letter 

“to you who have been sanctified 

in Christ Jesus, called to be holy, 

with all those everywhere who call 

upon the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” There was bickering within 

the church at Corinth. People com-

plained about everything from 

liturgy to hair to food. Paul re-

minded them that they are holy 

and that all who believe in Christ 

are holy. Whenever any church 

community veers off course, it’s 

good to look back at the map.  
  

Lectionary Bulletin Inserts: Reflections on the 1st/2nd 

Readings, Year A © 2019 Archdiocese of Chicago: 
Liturgy Training Publications. 

All rights reserved. Written by Paul Turner.  

Lectionary for Mass © 2001, CCD.  

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK: 
MON: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mk 2:18-22 
 

TUE: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk 2:23-28 
 

WED: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mk 3:1-6,  
 

THU: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13; Mk 3:7-12 
 

FRI: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19 
 

SAT: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-18 
 

SUN: Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17] 

As you know, we do not publish a public report of individual contributions.  We feel 
that your giving is honest, and that it is between you and the Lord.  We will be 
sending a personal giving statement to every parishioner by the end of JAN.  Please 
be patient as the office staff prepares them.  We are grateful to all who are generous 
and we pray that your generosity continues, so that our parishes can grow and per-
form God’s work. 
 

This reminds me of a story…. A priest got a phone call and the man at the other 
end said, “I’m Robert Jones and I work at the IRS.  I’m calling confidentially about 
one of your parishioners, Mr. ____, who claimed on his last tax return that he 
donated $15,000 to your church last year.  Could you please confirm that contribu-
tion?”  “Well,” said the Pastor, “if you call me back tomorrow about this same 
time, I can assure you that the answer will be yes.“ 

There will be a 2nd collection NEXT 

weekend at all CONNELLSVILLE 

Masses for our Mission Co-Op.   
 

Donations will support A SIMPLE 

HOUSE, a Catholic organization of 

lay missionaries that helps the 

poorest of the poor in Kansas City, 

MO and Washington, DC.   
 

Their missionary speaker will be 

Gaetano Carvelli, who will highlight 

ways their ministry combines cor-

poral and spiritual works of mercy. 
 

The green envelope in today’s bulletin 
is to be used for the Co-Op collection. 

https://www.asimplehouse.org/


 

St. Al’s Altar Rosary Society will 
meet on MON, JAN 20 at 6:30pm in 
the social hall.  Meetings are held 

monthly on the 3rd MON, SEP-MAY 

(except DEC).   

 

St. John’s 125th Anniversary Committee 
will meet on TUE, JAN 21 at 6:30pm 
in Moravek Hall, to discuss plans for 
upcoming events.  New committee  

members and ideas are welcome.   

Anyone still wishing to buy a set of 4  
St. John 125th Anniversary glasses or a 
Christmas ornament can do so at the 
DeVivo Centre, or by calling Stephanie 
or Toni Kostelnik at 628-8878. 

If you had ornaments on St. John’s 
Family Christmas tree and have not 
yet retrieved them, you may pick  

them up from the box in the front 

pew of the church.  
 
 

THU night RCIA will be held on  
JAN 23 in St. John’s Moravek Hall, 
from 6:30-8pm.   

 

St. Al’s FRI study on the Gospel of 
John continues JAN 24 after 8:30am 
Mass in the social hall.  
 

The Children’s Choir will 
NOT rehearse on SAT, 
JAN 25.  Rehearsals will 
resume on SAT, FEB 1 at 
11am in IC’s choir loft.  Children in  

Grades 3-6 from all 4 parishes are 

eligible for membership.  Addition-

ally, junior/senior high students are 

invited to serve as leaders and can-

tors for the Children’s Choir. 

IC Christian Mothers will meet SAT, 
FEB 1 at 4pm in Sciberras Hall to 
finalize plans for their Lenten Fish 
Dinner.  After the meeting they will  

attend 6pm Mass as a group.   

 

If you’ve not yet gotten your IC 150th 
Anniversary commemorative book, you 
may pick it up at the DeVivo Centre.   
If you attended the celebration dinner, 

your book is free.  Otherwise, they 

are $5.    

at home 

Our church envelope vendor notified us 
that they are behind in 
mailing out the JAN/FEB 
offertory envelopes.  We 
are assured you will get 
your supply very soon.   
 

St. Al has generic envelopes in the gathering 
area of the church to use until your regu-
lar envelopes come in. 
 

Connellsville parishioners, you may put a 
white envelope with your name and your 
church on it in the collection basket. 

As we continue through this first month of 2020, I 
offer these few resolutions for us as parish families: 
 ENTER INTO THE SPIRIT OF PRAYER:  Mass means more to us 

when we enter into a spirit of prayer and worship 

by participating fully.  Respond to the prayers with 

conviction; listen quietly and attentively to the 

words of Scripture; avoid unnecessary talking and 

noise so as not to disrupt the attention of others; 

sing with whatever voice God has given you. 

 LEAVING MASS EARLY - A BAD CATHOLIC HABIT!  An emergency 

at home or some unusual circumstance should be 

the only reasons to leave Mass before the liturgical 

ministers have left and the final hymn is completed.  

When you leave early you disturb the prayer of 
others and decide that God isn’t worthy of your 

final hymn of praise.  Our attitude about prayer re-

flects where our faith priorities are.  If our bodies 

leave Mass early, perhaps our hearts were never 

there to begin with. 

 PROPER ATTIRE AT MASS - AN AREA WHERE MANY HAVE BECOME LAX.  
This is always a sensitive issue because dressing for 

Church is not about making a fashion statement.  I 

would suggest the following simple guideline:  ask 

yourself the questions, “Is what I’m wearing saying 

that I am on my way to the most important thing I 

am going to do all week long?”   
 

I offer these suggestions 

as a help to all of us in 

worshipping together in 

a manner worthy of our 

Almighty God.  We can 

all do a little better - we 

can all do a little more - 

to offer to God worship and praise which is reverent 

and respectful. 

Fr. Paul 

TAMMY PRIMUS, a 

new addition to 

our prayer list. 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of TERRY CELLURALE (brother of 

Mary Jane Orazi), PETER GALLO, CONSTANCE KELLY, CASSANDRA PEPE,  who 

died recently.  May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in eternal peace.  



Nar-Anon will meet on WED, JAN 22 
in St. John’s Moravek Hall, 7-8pm. 
 

The Greensburg Chapter of Magnificat - A Ministry to Catholic Women is 
holding a Breakfast on SAT, JAN 25 at the Ramada Hotel/Convention 
Center, Greensburg, 9am-noon. Guest speaker will be Judge Patricia  

McCullough. Cost is $20, student rate $15. To download a registration 

form visit www.magnificatgreensburg.com or call Brenda by MON, JAN 

20 at 836-2094. There is no online registration. 
 

St. Emma Monastery, Greensburg, will host a Pro-Life Day of Prayer WED, JAN 
22 from 3-7pm. The day will include exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  

personal prayer, a reflection by Benedictine Mother Mary Anne Noll, vespers, 

light refreshments and a closing compline. Info: www.stemma.org. 
 

Greensburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will hold a Pray for Life Day 
on FRI, JAN 24 at Christ Our Shepherd Center, Greensburg. The schedule is: 

rosary for priests, 11:30am; Mass celebrated by Msgr. Larry J. Kulick at noon, 

followed by exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; adoration until 4pm; ro-

sary for life, 1:30pm; Stations of the Cross for life, 2:15pm; Chaplet of Divine 

Mercy, 3pm; litany for life, 3:30pm; and closing Benediction, 4pm. 

The 5th annual Day of Prayer and Education to Combat Human Traffick-
ing will be held SAT, FEB 8 from 1-4pm at The Epiphany of Our Lord 
Parish Hall in Monessen. Admission is free. Attendees are asked to bring a  

new bra to be donated to trafficking victims. The event includes a prayer 

service for the intercession of St. Josephine Bakhita to combat trafficking. 

The day is sponsored by the Greensburg Diocesan Council of Catholic 

Women.  For info email rsvpf@hotmail.com 
 

Conn-Area Catholic School will host an Open House on SUN, FEB 9 at 
1pm, for prospective families (PK-6th) who would like to learn what the 
school has to offer.  In addition to excellent programs, the school has  

Early Morning Drop-Off beginning at 7:15 and Extended After School Care 

until 6pm. More good news:  The financial aid fund 

continues to grow, making it even more affordable.  

You’ll find the value is incredible.  To register for the 

Open House visit www.connareacatholic.org.  

 

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM 10-14 is a free, evidence-based program 
for 10-14 year olds and their families happening in the Connellsville Area.  
Families will participate in fun activities and games, solve problems together 

and set goals for themselves. This program runs 1 day/week for 7 consecutive 

weeks from 5:30-8pm. For more info or to register, please call/text Mel at 

970-8679 or email her at mbrownfield@fcdaa.org. 

Free meals, gas cards and giveaways for every week of the program! 
 

JAN 30-MAR 12 
(THUs) 

Connellsville Area 
Middle School 

 

FEB 24- APR 6 
(MONs) 

Connellsville Area 
Middle School 

 

MAR 19-APR 30 
(THUs) 

Springfield CNP  
Elementary  

 

APR 14- MAY 26 
(TUEs) 

Dunbar Twp 
Elementary  

There are 5 Church 
seasons: Advent,  

Christmastime, Lent, 

the Paschal Triduum (a 

3-day season) and Eastertime.  

There are 2 blocks of Ordinary 

time.  First, in winter comes the 

weeks between Christmastime 

and Lent.  Then, in summer and 

fall, come the weeks between 

Eastertime and Advent.  That’s 

over half the year!  On most days 

in Ordinary time, green vestments 
are worn.  Ordinary time isn’t a 

season, just a way to describe the 

weeks between seasons.  The 

word “ordinary” means regular, 

plain, run-of-the-mill.  It also means 

“counted”. “Ordinal” numbers are 

first, second, third, fourth and so on. 
 

We count each week. There’s the 

first week in Ordinary time, which 

begins right after the Feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord.  The 34th week 

of Ordinary time comes right be-

fore Advent begins.  We count the 

Sundays too.  The Sunday after the 

Baptism of the Lord is called the 

Second Sunday in Ordinary time, 

because it begins the second week 

in ordinary time.  We do all this 

counting to keep track of the weeks 

so we know which Scriptures to 
read when we assemble for the 

Liturgy.  Each year at Sunday Mass 

during Ordinary time, we read bit 

by bit through one of the Gospels.  

One year we read through the 

Gospel of Matthew.  The next, we 

read Mark’s Gospel.  The next year 

Luke’s Gospel is read.  Then we read 

through Matthew’s Gospel again. 
 

The church’s biggest feast during 

the winter weeks of Ordinary time 

is the Presentation of the Lord, on 

February 2.  Like Carnival, the 

Presentation is a turning point.  

We look back to Christmastime.  

We look forward to Lent and 

Easter.   

http://www.magnificatgreensburg.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.connareacatholic.org&data=02%7C01%7CKTweardy%40dioceseofgreensburg.org%7C69ef7bb29a9247776f6408d798f53e3f%7C0d053169069f4b0d9812ae9a9f652d46%7C0%7C0%7C637146051392136452&sdata=93gJYL0cIQrAql
mailto:mbrownfield@fcdaa.org


There are many 

different kinds of 

New Year’s Reso-

lutions, but the one 

you have probably 

heard most often is 

TO LOSE WEIGHT.   
 

There is absolutely 

NOTHING wrong 

with wanting to be 

healthier.  In fact, 

when we are more 

physically healthy, 

we are typically 

more spiritually and 

emotionally healthy 

as well!  The prob-

lem lies, however, when an individual comes to define 

their SELF-WORTH based on the number on the scale.   
      

We see this ALL of the time in our culture.  The first 

few weeks of January, most of us keep our New 

Year’s Resolutions.  We are focused, positive, and 

feeling good about ourselves!   The hashtag, “New 

Year, New You” resonates within us as we meal prep, 

exercise regularly, and hydrate often.  Even if you 

don’t lose a single pound during this time, chances  

are that when you look in the mirror, you feel great 

about your self-image!  You are worthy!   
      

But then, some type of stressful situation triggers you at 

work.  Your kids are driving you crazy.  You have a fight 

with your spouse.  And before you know it, you are 

elbow deep in your favorite bag of potato chips.  You 

feel like you blew it.  You feel lousy about yourself.  

You look in the mirror and you HATE what you see.  

You compare your physical body to other people 

around you.  You don’t feel worthy of love at all.    
        

Maybe you are sticking with your New Year’s Reso-

lution to lose weight and be a healthier version of 

yourself.  Good for you!  Keep it up!   

But if you haven’t, allow this to be God’s message to 

you: Your weight, size and shape do not define you!!! 
 

I was in the changing room recently trying on the spawn 

of Satan; BATHING SUITS. 
      

The lady in the room next to me 
was on the phone with her husband 

saying she was "too chubby" for the 

dress she was trying on.  
      

The other lady next to me was telling 

her daughter that she "doesn't want to even get on 

the scale" this year.  
 

"How sad", I thought. “These women are believing the lie 

that if only they were thinner, they would be completely happy.”  
      

But the Bible promises us that our bodies are SO 

much more than the number on the scale or the tag 

on our clothes! 
      

Our bodies are holy, set apart, sacred. Our bodies are literally 
the place where the HOLY SPIRIT dwells!!  
 

What does that mean? 
 

It means that we should start BELIEVING that WE 

ARE who God says we are...worthy, loved beyond measure, 
chosen, set free! 
 

There is ALREADY a place for you in our Father's 

house (and there are NO size requirements OR 

changing rooms, people). He simply loves US for who 

we TRULY are; His adopted sons and daughters! 
 

"Do you not know that your body is a temple?" A 

TEMPLE. NOT an idol or image!  
 

Let's LOVE our bodies for the temples that they are 

and RESPECT and HONOR them!! 
 

I am who YOU SAY I am Jesus! 
 

Christ’s peace 

and our Mother Mary’s love, 

Mary Sampey 

THE WOMAN AT THE WELL: 
THIRSTING FOR TRUTH 

Do you not know 
that your body 

is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit 

within you... 

Parishioners may once again request 
altar flowers for weekend Masses or to 
accompany their Mass intentions.  
 

Cost is $45 or $60/arrangement,  
scheduled through the DeVivo Centre  
office. Checks should be payable to 
DeMuth Florist. 

Flowers are not scheduled during 

Lent/Advent, or on Mothers/

Fathers Day. 
 

Flowers delivered on a weekday 

may not be fresh enough to use the 

following weekend. 

Thank you to all those 

who helped undecorate 

our churches after the 

Christmas season.  

Please know your volunteer efforts 

have been noticed and appreciated! 



 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

MON,  JAN 20 STS. FABIAN & SEBASTIAN, POPE & MARTYR/MARTYR  

 8:00am St. Rita Kathy Herbert (Son, Don, Shelley & Family)  

 8:30am St. Al Barbara Basinski (The Kasunic Family)  

TUE, JAN 21 ST. AGNES, VIRGIN & MARTYR  

 8:00am St. John John Onusko (Lorraine Onusko) 

 8:30am St. Al Rose Novak (Pat & Ann Trimbath)  

WED, JAN 22 ST. VINCENT, DEACON, MARTYR 

 8:00am St. Rita Cecilia Rosendale (The Rosendale Family) 

 8:30am St. Rita Adoration until 4:30pm  

THU, JAN 23 ST. MARIANNE COPE, VIRGIN  

  8:00am IC Jim Bufano (Wife, Children & Grandchildren) 

 8:00am St. Al Prayers for Priests & Padre Pio Devotions 

 8:30am St. Al Genevieve Logan (David & Grace Logan)  

FRI, JAN 24 ST. FRANCIS DESALES, BISHOP & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH  

 8:00am St. Rita Salvatore Cagnina (Wife & Family) 

 8:15am St. Al Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 8:30am St. Al Joseph Ranker (Gerry & Steve Delaney)  

SAT, JAN 25 VIGIL/CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, APOSTLE  

 4:00pm St. Rita Warren & Eleanor Gossger (Dick & Kathy Oglevee) 

 5:00pm St. Al James DeMarco (Jim, Lorri & Children) 

 6:00pm IC Aurora Alejandro & Carmelita Perez & Tessie Collado  

   (Family) 

SUN, JAN 26 3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 8:00am  St. Rita Rita Molinaro (Chris Mickey) 

 9:00am St. Al Angelo & Eleanor Alesantrino (Joe & Mary Ann Speeney) 

 9:30am IC Pro Populo 

 11:30am St. John George & Margaret Grimm (Ralph & Holly Grimm & Family) 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE - JAN 25  MINISTRY SCHEDULE - JAN 26 

 SR-4PM ST. AL-5PM IC-6PM  ST. RITA-8AM ST. AL-9AM IC-9:30AM ST. JOHN-11:30AM 

ACOLYTES/ L Bandemer C Tabaj S Zuccaro  G Joseph J Hustosky R Sebek E Prestia 

SERVERS A Bandemer E Bohinski M Grimm  T Barrett M Ross J Sapola J Prestia 

EXTRAORDINARY M Pieczynski S Lincoln J Colvin  B Bielecki T Grover C Baluch L Martin 

MINISTERS L Sparks T Bohinski J Geary  N Stasia J Grover J Baluch I McKenna 

 M Sabatula K Andolino P Daniels  L Lauffer J Wallace M DeFazio J Kosinski 

CROSS BEARERS M Martray O Tabaj A Geary  C Joseph N Mongell D DePaul L Thomas 

LECTORS M Merendino T Shal B Colvin  B Casey D Pierce R Lazor M Martin 

ROSARY  Volunteer    B Klotz   

 

TUE & THU Masses will be held 
at ST. RITA if the Connellsville 
School District has a delay 
or cancellation for winter 
weather.  Watch the news 
on TV or listen to your favorite 

radio station if the weather is bad.   

 

Altar flowers at St. Rita are in memory of Bernice Misconin, given by Family. 

If you need Communion brought to you at Mass, you are asked to sit in the 
handicapped pews. By doing this the Eucharistic Ministers will be able to find you 
and no one will be overlooked. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Congratulations to 

JOSEPH & BARBARA WHORIC, 

who celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on JAN 10. 

Holy Trinity Conference, 

St. Vincent dePaul Society, 

thanks the parishes for 

the Thanksgiving collec-

tion donation to assist those in 

need in this area.  May God bless 

you for your generosity. 



I love numbers.  

This is why I 

majored in 

mathematics at 

Saint Vincent – 

it’s just always 

been something 

I’ve appreciated.  

I can remember 

being a kid and 

trying to add and subtract the  

hymnal board numbers and get 

them as close to zero as possible.  

(Note: Don’t try this on Sunday, 

kids!  You should be paying atten-
tion to the priest!) 

 

The Bible is full of numbers that 

carry symbolic value.  Each of the 

Hebrew letters carries a number 

attached to it, which means each 

word has a numeric value by adding 

the letter values together.  For  

example, the number 18 is a  

“lucky number” for Jewish people 

because the letters in the word  ַחי(
chai), meaning “alive”, add up to 18.  

In modern-day Jewish culture, 

monetary gifts and donations are 

often given in multiples of 18 for 

this reason.  (Note: our money 

counters would appreciate you  

not taking up this custom in the 

collection basket – the math is much 

easier with multiples of 5 and 10.) 

 

Certain numbers carry a particular 

symbolic meaning.  For example, 

the number three signifies im-

portance, emphasis, and greatness.  

The Hebrew language did not have 

a form for superlatives (the -est 

ending like in “biggest”).  To speak 

a superlative they would repeat a 

word 3 times instead (“big, big, 

big”).  For example, to say “God is 

the holiest” in Hebrew you would 

say “God is holy, holy, holy” (which 
we do during Mass at the Eucharistic 

prayer). 

 

Other numbers are considered to 

be “good” or “bad”.  The numbers 

7 and 12 are good numbers – they 

are considered to be perfect and 

complete.  By way of contrast, the 

numbers 6 and 1 are bad numbers 

because they are “missing one” 

and, therefore, incomplete and im-

perfect.  This can help to explain 

some biblical stories, like why the 

story of creation seems to add a 

day of rest to make 7 and why it 

was so essential that the apostles 

elect a twelfth apostle to replace 

Judas, as without a twelfth they 
were “incomplete”.  This is also 

why the “number of the Beast” in 

Revelation is 666 (three sixes) – 

signifying that the devil is the “most 

incomplete”. 

 

(Note: Be careful looking up Bible nu-

merology techniques online.  In my re-

search for this article I found all sorts of 

weird number conspiracy theories.  It can 

be taken too far.) 
 

The good sort of numerology can 

help to explain some of the Scrip-

tural stories that contain numbers.  

The story of the wedding feast of 
Cana that we hear this Sunday has 

a hidden gem connected with this 

sort of numerology.  It says that 

they had 6 stone water jars on 

hand for ceremonial washings.  But 

no Jewish celebration would have 

only had 6 of anything!  They 

would always have 7!  So why is 

there a jar missing?  Where did it 

go?  It’s not immediately obvious 

because John doesn’t explain why.  

But there must have been a reason. 

 

One of my Scripture professors 

pointed out that the missing jar can 

be found in John 4:28, when the 

Samaritan woman at the well leaves 

behind her water jar and goes into 

the town to proclaim to the people 

that she has met Jesus.  This con- 

nection makes sense because it is 

the only other place in the New 

Testament where that Greek word 

is repeated.  Perhaps St. John is subtly 

implying that the wedding banquet 

is incomplete until the non-Jews 

are also invited. 

 

Another explanation that I personally 

like is the connection between the 

wedding at Cana and the crucifixion.  

Jesus tells his mother at the wed-

ding feast “my hour has not yet 

come”, which is symbolized by the 
incomplete number of water jars. 

At the crucifixion, Jesus says “I 

thirst” and Jesus drinks the sour 

(imperfect) wine.  Then he says “it 

is finished” (complete) and after he 

dies the soldier pierces his side and 

water and blood flow out.  Perhaps 

this water poured out for us at his 

death, a symbol of baptism, “com-

pletes” the miracle of the water 

turned to wine. 

 

Both of these explanations are pos-

sible since John’s Gospel is so theo-

logical, subtle, and at times cryptic.  

Even if we can’t determine with 100% 

certainty what the human author 

intended, perhaps God in His prov-

idence as the Divine Author of 

Scripture intended that we would 

discover these connections some-

day and that they would lead us to 

understand and appreciate how good 

He is.  (Note: He is good, good, good.) 


